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LUMEN ET SAPIENTIA 

NUNTIUS 
THE MESSENGER

FEAST OF NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST IN THE INSTITUTE

With a profound sense of ecological consciousness, the Institute joined 
the train of the up surging Christmas mood as she organized her annual 
Christmas celebration on the 17th day of December, 2021. In her novel 
agenda of creating philosophical minds that is well integrated with the 
African culture, the modus operandi of this year’s Christmas 
celebration had a deeper African underpinnings and nuances as the 
students made their various carols in their distinct dialects and as the 
apothegm states, “unity in diversity”. These various cultural renditions 
were unified with the great Alleluia chorus magnified by the resounding 
voices of all students of the institute. The celebration was graced with 
the presence of the Rector of SS Louis Versiglia and Callistus Caravario 
community, Very Rev. Fr Charles Uzoeto SDB who delivered the 
awe-filling Christmas message, the Vice Rector who is also the Dean of 
the Institute, Rev. Fr Dr Anthony Emeka Okonkwo SDB, the Youth 
Director, Rev. Fr Cornelius Anyanwu SDB and the special guest of 
honor, the newly-ordained priest Rev Fr Justin Oguocha SDB. 

Very Rev. Fr. Charles Uzoeto, the Rector of Don Bosco Post-Novitiate 
Community, Ibadan, gave a spirit-filling Christmas message to the 
students. He said, "Christmas is a miraculous story of the eternal God 
becoming man to share in our human condition. The true Christmas 
story is about smallness, humility, and servanthood. Let us consider 
becoming unknown and squeezing into small places in the lives of those 
around us who have great need to know this babe from Bethlehem, 
Jesus Christ". He continued by advising the students to learn to be 
humble and try to love those around them. "Christmas is not just to eat 
and drink but it is also a moment to assist those who are suffering in our 
societies. There is love at Christmas because Christmas was born of 
love. Let us, each one, keep alive this spirt of love and glorify God". He 
concluded by wishing that, we could put on the Christmas spirit in jars 
and open a jar of it every month.

 

AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED “EMMANUEL” 

GOD IS WITH US!!!



TOMORROW BELONGS TO PEOPLE WHO PREPARE FOR IT TODAY. 
African proverb 

MAXIMUS NATIVITAS OMNIUM TEMPUS: 
THE GREATEST BIRTH OF ALL TIME

Student AGBARA Michael Oche SC

The greatest birth of all time as the title suggests is without doubt the birth of 
Jesus Christ. From time immemorial, prominent figures in the history of 
mankind have existed in different eras and in the Christian perspective, many 
nascencies were recorded in the holy scriptures which is part of the deposit of 
faith for us Christians, of which the birth of Jesus Christ came as a result of the 
Causam Effectus encounter between the Blessed Virgin Mary and Angel, 
Gabriel.

The birth of Jesus Christ actually proved the power in the spoken words of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary when she gently responded: Fiat Mihi Secundum Verbum 
Tuum in a sweet-sounding tone and that is where the center of everything lies 
because from thence henceforth, the word took flesh and the world waited 
patiently for Him to dwell among us.

The Fiat Mihi Secundum Verbum Tuum are the words that actually changed the 
narrative; these are the words that made our existential realities meaningful after 
the Fall of man in the Garden of Eden; these are the words that actually sealed 
our humanness with the Divine; these are the words that gave us hope out of 
hopelessness; these are the words that gave birth to the King who redeemed 
mankind from the slavery of sin and death and these are the words that restored 
salvation to man by tracing our feet back to God.

Little wonder, the ancient prophet Isaiah foretold the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ when he undoubtedly exclaimed, “For a Son has been born for us, a Son 
has been given to us, and dominion has been laid on his shoulders; and this is 
the name he has been given, ‘Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-Father, 
Prince-of-Peace” (Isaiah 9:5 NJB). That was a prophecy that was given several 
centuries and it indeed came to pass.

As we commemorate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is a period of 
changing the narrative. The question could possibly be, what are we actually 
changing and how can we change the story of those around us in our own little 
way? These could be achieved when we are able to look to the other with 
empathy and respond to his or her needs even from the little we have. 

Conclusively, as Gunellians, we are called to follow the footprints of our dear 
founder St. Luigi Guanella, who, in his ardent zeal and love towards the poor 
took upon himself, with empathy the need of those who are mostly in need and 
he opened for us the door to paradise which was summarized in his love 
towards the most abandoned. This is a season of love, a season of hope and a 
season when we are expected to put smiles on the faces of those, we can change 
their story, having in mind that In Omnibus Caritas is not just an abstract title 
but a lived experience. 

Therefore, this is Christmas, the period we celebrate the Greatest Birth of All 
Time, who is Jesus Christ, laid in the little hamlet of Bethlehem, who came to 
change the story of the world.
 

STUDENT 

AGBARA MICHAEL OCHE 



OUR 
INSTITUTE ANTHEM

Don Bosco, Institute of Philosophy

Centre of Knowledge 

Consecrate them in truth (*1)

Lumen et Sapientia 

Lumen et Sapientia

Long live Don Bosco we pray 

God bless our mission (*2)

God bless our vision

God help us values to uphold
Repeat from (*1)
Repeat from (*2)

The Institute appreciates  
the composer Rev Fr Matthew 

UDOKA SDB and his team 

INSTITUTE SLOGAN

 GREAT DON BOSCO SCHOLARS
ADVENTUROUS THINKERS

 

PREJUDICE: THE CAUSE OF AN UNHEALTHY 

RELATIONSHIP IN OUR SOCIETY

The word prejudice is rooted in the Latin word prejudicum. The 

prefix pre in Latin means before, and judicum means, the act of 

judging. Therefore, prejudice is from the Latin word, prejudicum, 

which means, the act of judging before encountering an 

experience. Every experience is an avenue for a judgement. The act 

of judging is the act of making a conclusion. In order words, 

prejudice can be considered as pre-judgement, that is, the act of 

using a previous experience to make another conclusion without 

allowing oneself to have a personal encounter with that particular 

reality.  

It is a bias or preconception of a partial judgement that prevents 

an issue or situation. It is a preconceived opinion that is not based 

on reason or actual experience. In an authentic relationship, it is 

most advisable to do away with prejudice, because, it will obstruct 

an individual from seeing the positive side of the other. He or she 

passes a wrong judgement based on the partial knowledge 

gathered of another; thus, leading to an unhealthy human 

relationship. In an authentic interpersonal relationship, it is always 

good to do an encountering epoche. This is the ability of an 

individual to set aside assumptions and beliefs in order to truly 

have an encounter with another person. Another name for epoche 

is ‘suspension of judgement’. That is, being able to bracket or put 

aside what one knows about the other and relates with him or her 

authentically. When we are eventually able to arrive at this stage, 

then there will be an authentic interpersonal relationship within 

the Society. When people in our society are able to do away with 

prejudice, there will be peace, love, kindness, harmony, etc. in the 

society..                           

                              Author: BALLAH Elijah Korpu 



Dr Anthony Okonkwo Teaches on Morality
SITUATION AND ETHICAL JUDGEMENT 

Everyone knows that when we act, we cannot just do; we 
have to do something, and that something must be a 
definite act done in a concrete situation. This is true to 
need saying, but some philosophers think that enough 
has been made of it. The situation, they say, is all 
important. In fact, they make it overwhelmingly important 
that, in the opinion of many, it seems to have swallowed 
up whatever was supposed to be in the situation. 
Situation ethics had a religious rather than a philosophical 
beginning. It seems to have sprung up in Germany 
between the two world wars as a protest against over 
legalistic interpretations of the Christian life, both Catholic 
and protestant. It has been popularized by Bishop John 
A.T. Robinson in England and by Joseph Fletcher in the 
United States. It is sometimes called “the new morality”. It 
can be considered a part from any religious background 
as a form of a larger movement known as contextualism. 
Situation ethics is proposed as a middle ground between 
two extremes, legal ism on the one side and 
antinomianism on the other.

Legalism is understood to be an abuse of law, making 
prefabricated rules and abstract prescriptions of the law 
into such absolutes that the real human good is to be 
sacrificed to them. It results in a hair-splitting and logic-
chopping study of the letter of the law, either to free 
people from its toils or to use it sadistically to hurt rather 
than to help them. It can result in a straight-laced, sour-
faced, unloving life of meticulous duties, what Mark Twin 
called “a good man in the worst sense of the word". 

Antinomianism, on the other hand, fares no better it 
supposes no principles or maxims, let alone rules and 
laws. It is spontaneous and ex-tempore, resulting in a 
kind of moral anarchy. The situationists claim to be at the 
proper balancing point between these extremes. They 
approach every decision armed with maxims and 
principles, but use them as enlighteners and guides. They 
obtain from them all the good possible, but they will not 
be bound by them when they will lead to harm rather than 
good. Situationists consider no law or principle absolute. 
The situation alters rules, and it is part of moral 
responsibility to have the courage to discard the rule for a 
greater good. Situation ethics acknowledges its affinity 
with pragmatism, relativism, positivism, and personalism. 
Fletcher tells us that for the situationists there are no 
rules, none at all, but then proceeds to give us six 
principles, as he calls them: love only, is always good, is 
the only norm, is the same as justice, is not the same as 
liking, is the end justifying the means, and decides in the 
situational there and then. The bulk of his work consists 
of case histories, vividly and dramatically told, portraying 
crucial moral situations. 

S i tua t ion has p roduced s t rong 
reactions, some hailing it as the long-
awaited deliverer from the narrow 
confines of legalism, others dismissing 
it as a shallow attempt to justify the 
doing of anything you want and calling it 
moral. The proponents of situationism, 
because of their exaggerations, must 
bear the blame for its ambivalent 
image. At the risk of some repetition, we 
shall try to disentangle its useful 
aspects f rom i ts rather g lar ing 
inadequacies.

That every act is concrete and done in 
a situation is no news. Traditional ethics 
always recognized the importance of 
motives and circumstances, which 
make up the situation or context of an 
a c t . T h e v i r t u e o f p r u d e n c e , 
indispensable in moral living, is simply 
the habit of properly applying general 
principles to concrete cases. There are 
no rules for prudence, precisely 
because it deals with individually 
situationed acts. The trouble with 
legalism is a failure of prudence, a 
stupidly wooden application of the letter 
of the law, rather than a failure in the 
law itself. But prudence has laws to 
apply and recognizes exceptions 
intelligently, whereas situationism wants 
no laws and makes every ac t 
exceptional. Whether acts of their very 
nature are good or are bad depend on 
how they are defined. If they are taken 
in the physical order only, with no moral 
quality entering into their definition, they 
must receive morality from outside 
themselves, f rom the s i tuat ion. 
Situationists regard all acts in this way, 
but if some act is defined to include 
morality or immorality in its concept, 
then such an act is already good or bad 
in itself. This is the view of those who 
hold for intrinsic morality, and they have 
good grounds in the common use of 
language, which is full of morally tinged 
e v e n m o r a l l y s o a k e d , w o r d s . 
Situationists may prefer their own 
explanation but are hardly the ones to 
lay down rigid laws on the use of 
language.



Situat ionism 
does not like 
any laws but is 
willing to admit 
principles, so 
long as they 
a r e n o t 
a b s o l u t e . 
Natural law is 

out, because they think there is no discoverable 
human nature. One may ask, then, whether 
humans may live in any manner? If not, there is 
something that forbids them. And this is what is 
meant by law. Can we make for ourselves any 
kind of law we want? If not, we must find the law 
already existing, and where else but in this kind of 
situations we can get into? To consider the natural 
law as wholly nonsituational is to make caricature 
of it. To be sure, the law can consider only types of 
situations, not this concrete situation here and 
now; but this is the place of prudence in the 
application of the law, and that laws should be 
applied prudently is part of the natural law itself.

Condemnation of rigid legalism is situationism’s 
best feature. Textbook morality, with its often-glib 
statement of rigid rules, was bound to provoke a 
reaction. Traditional principles, some of them 
resting on false facts and outworn science, some 
not universal to humankind but only customs of 
Western culture, some taken for granted without 
the periodic reexamination to which even the most 
sacred truths must be subjected, have been 
asserted as absolute and immutable precepts of 
the natural law. Situation ethics issued the 
necessary dramatic challenge to this complacent 
dogmatism, but by its reckless exaggeration it 
jeopardizes its own case. There is no need of 
throwing away law to correct law’s abuses.

Even situationists cannot do without an absolute. 
Natural law advocates are accused of making the 
whole natural law absolute, but this is a 
misconception. It is absolute only in the center, in 
its most general principle: Do good and avoid evil. 
As one passes from the center to the periphery, 
from the general to the specific, the situation 
comes more and more. 

The more specific a precept is, the more relative it 
is, the more it suffers exceptions, the more careful 
we must be in its application lest we contradict a 
more general principle. Thus, the natural law takes 
in the human situation, all of it, but does not 
become so situational that it ceases to be human.

Another questionable opposition in situationism 
is that between law and love. Here the two 
notions are quite different, and it is possible to 
have one without the other. But it is also 
possible and usual to have both together. When 
the situationists insist that we must always do 
the loving thing, they admit no exceptions and 
lay it down as a law as absolute as any law 
could be. Of course, one does not legislate love, 
that is, pass laws regulating emotional love, but 
when the love is agape, good will to all people, 
and is not distinguished from justice and 
prudence or any other form of good living, then 
the law of love becomes merely the law to be 
good, to be moral, to do the right thing-the first 
principle of the natural law.

If the situationists want to reduce everything to 
one principle, they do well to choose love. 
Nothing is more inspiring, more ennobling-and 
nothing is more difficult. How does one decide 
what is the loving thing to do in the situation? 
Some critics are unloving enough to say that 
situationism encourages a kind of infantilism. St. 
Augustine’s often quoted remark, “Love and do 
what you will,” has been called the worst 
possible slogan for youth and a safe guide only 
for a saint in the autumn of life. For if you know 
that you do truly love, then you can do what you 
wish, for you will not wish to do anything 
unloving. But how do you know that you truly 
love? It is to any fuzzy inner feeling to warm 
glow of self-approbation, or to a complacent 
judgment that it must be the loving thing to do 
because I, the lover, choose to do it. No, love is 
proved in deeds. But the question remains 
unsettled. What deeds? The situation has a very 
important place in ethics, but the situationists 
have no monopoly on it, it is important not only 
to have the right situation in which to act but also 
to do the right thing in whatever situation.
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THE SECOND PART OF THE 
FIRST SEMESTER KICKS OFF

After the Christmas celebration, the moment 
that allowed the students to vacate for break on 

17th December 2021, the academic life kicked 

off on 10th January 2022. The students and the 
lecturers are back with more enthusiasm. With 
the commencement of this second part of the 
semester, the students are working assiduously 
to complete all their assignments before the 

official dead-line on Monday 24th January 2022. 

The semester examination commences on 3rd 

February 2022 and elapses on 11th February 

THE ANGELIC BEAUTY 
Marcel Nnaemeka Ezenwa SDB

O h t h e A n g e l i c 
beauty. High above 
my understanding.

Beyond the mystery 
of man.

For when I thought 
that I had gotten you, 

I realized that I was holding thin air.

When I think of you like the light, that illumines 
my myopic reasoning, I fail to understand the 
mystery behind you.

For every morning, I see a dazzling light on the 
Altar. My soul longs, yearns, seeks, and moves in 
ecstasy,

But the more I make effort to come closer, the 
more further the light seems to recede. 
And all my soul could echo out is, you seek Him 
who dwells in unapproachable light.

Having a restless mind, I continued in search of a 
good friend who never fails,
Later in the evening,

I heard whispers of joy shrouding all over. I 
paused fo r a wh i le , los t in wondrous 
contemplation, As the ticking of the clock went for 
an hour, my senses failed me.

Behold I saw a ladder of holiness full of light and 
blissfulness, my spirit leapt with joy like John in 
the womb of Elizabeth. Then in my wondrous 
speculation, 
I asked what 
could hinder 
m a n f r o m 
this celestial 
s t a t e , 
a n o t h e r 
t h o u g h t 
came " what 
else if not 
sin".

A NEWEST DOCTOR AMONG US 

Don Bosco Inst i tu te of Phi losophy Ibadan 
congratulates REV. FR DR NIZNIAK KRZYSZTOF 
SDB, a Pole by birth, an African by missionary spirit 
and a member of the Salesians of Don Bosco, as he is 
awarded a DOCTORATE DEGREE IN THEOLOGY 
with specialization in MARIOLOGY. The entire Don 
Bosco Institute congratulates him and assures him of 
our constant prayers as he continues to serve God in 
the Church and in the congregation. May our Blessed 
Mother whom DR CHRIS honours and defends in life 
and with pens continue to intercede for him now and 
forever, Amen. Congratulations!!! 


