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FINALLY, YOU NAILED IT 
VERY REV. FR. DR. TOLERIC AKINBOBOYE SDB 

As the headline goes, the Institute is happy in 
celebrating one of her lecturers on earning a 
PhD degree which is a big stepping stone 
towards a brighter future for him and the 
Institute.  It is a great pleasure and honor for 
us to hear that all the struggles of Very Rev. Fr. 
Dr. Toleric Akinboboye SDB, has finally paid 
off with a crown of doctorate degree in 
Philosophy on the 29th of October, 2021. The 
Institute is congratulating you for bagging a 
PhD in Philosophy. The students are proud of 
you also, because you have been a 
hardworking lecturer that has left no stone 
unturned in your studies. The dream of the 
Institute for you to hold a doctorate degree 
sufficed to your name has finally been 
fulfilled. The Institute cannot be any prouder 
than the day you became PhD holder. Also, 
your achievement has set a great example for 
the students, that is, your compassion and 
perseverance in studying which is truly 
fascinating. Therefore, the Institute thanks you 
for proving once again how strong and 
dedicated you are when it comes to achieving 
your goals. The Institute prays for you to have 
more wisdom and may your efforts in 
education for the young continue to lead you 
to the highest epitome of your academic 
pursuit. 



KNOWLEDGE IS A GARDEN, IF IT IS NOT CULTIVATED, 
YOU CANNOT HARVEST IT. African proverb 

WORLD PHILOSOPHERS' DAY  CELEBRATED IN THE INSTITUTE
EVERY THIRD THURSDAY OF NOVEMBER

This year the for the first time in history, the 
Institute marks the celebration of the WORLD 
PHILOSOPHERS’ DAY. This year the World 
Philosophers’ Day was celebrated on the 18th of 
November. The Dean, together with the staff 
members, organized a quiz competition for all 
the students in the Institute. 

The students were divided into four groups and 
each group bore one of the ancient philosophers’ 
names: Plato, Aristotle, Protagoras and 
Heraclitus. On the day, the Dean assembled all 
the students in the auditorium hall, there he 
addressed to us the importance and the historical 
background of the World Philosophers’ Day. The 
dean now asked the various groups to move out 
and discuss their various philosophers and 
prepare well for the quiz competition. 

The groups went out for their discussions for 
1hour and after then, the Dean called all the 
various groups back to the auditorium hall. 
However, the Dean prepared 70 questions for 
each group. He was able to asked each group 55 
question that are related to the philosophy of 
their philosophers. Scores were allocated for 
each group that answers well. Fortunately, the 
group of Protagoras won, followed by Heraclitus 
and Aristotle. 

At the end, the Dean awarded a prize to the 
winning group and then advised the students to 
continue the spirit of philosophizing and study 
more of the good ideas that relate to the 
philosophers they studied. He went further and 
appreciated each of those, especially the Student 
Union Government that worked together to make 
this day successful. 

In response, some students expressed their views by 
thanking the Dean and the staff for organizing such 
memorable a day. They asked the Dean to continue 
the tradition every year since this year was the first 
time.



OUR 
INSTITUTE ANTHEM

Don Bosco, Institute of Philosophy

Centre of Knowledge 

Consecrate them in truth (*1)

Lumen et Sapientia 

Lumen et Sapientia

Long live Don Bosco we pray 

God bless our mission (*2)

God bless our vision

God help us values to uphold
Repeat from (*1)
Repeat from (*2)

The Institute appreciates  
the composer Rev Fr Matthew 

UDOKA SDB and his team 

INSTITUTE SLOGAN

 GREAT DON BOSCO SCHOLARS

ADVENTUROUS THINKERS
 

INSTITUTE CULTURAL EXPO

O n t h e 1 9 t h o f 
November 2021, the 
Institute marked her 
cultural day celebration 
for all the students. On 
this day, all the students 
were asked to prepare 
a n a r t w o r k w i t h 
natural materials and 
bring for presentation. 
Before the celebration 
and the presentations of 
the cultural art, the 
D e a n c a l l e d t h e 
attention of all the 
s t u d e n t s a n d h e 
explained to them the 

importance and value of this day. He said: "this day is 
important because it helps in understanding the value of 
our various cultures in Africa, because every culture 
represents our origin in the cosmos. And also, this day 
helps the student to create something with their hands that 
is meaningful and valuable in every society". These arts 
work also help in explaining our African identity to the 
world. Similarly, he also said, arts and craft works are very 
important for telling our stories and also to make our home 
more human. Art is the easiest vehicle for expressing our 
vision. In relation to this, every art work that is done 
properly by the person is the transmission of feeling he has 
experienced. That is why, in Africa in our various 
countries, most artwork are explaining the humanistic 
family we were living in before the advent of the colonial 
masters. These artwork express the love, compassion and 
sympathy we have for one another in Africa. He went 
further and advised each student to take this opportunity 
seriously and continue to construct skills on artwork. With 
these skills we can also contribute to the development and 
the beautifying of our various countries and 
communities in the world. After his speech, 
he asked the students to enter the auditorium 
for their presentations of their cultural 
artwork. During the presentations, students 
with one art work went out and explained the 
name of their artwork, the reason of choosing 
it, the local material they used in creating it 
and the philosophy of their art work.  After 
the presentations of the arts works by the 
students, the Dean promised to keep all the 
artwork in archive room of the Institute and as 
time goes on, they be displayed outside so 
that the imminent students will read and learn 
from these arts works. Also, every student has 
the occasion in prospect to visit the Institute 
and check for his art work.  



INSTITUTE ANNUAL DECLAMATION CEREMONY
 

December 1st 2021; it was that time of the year again 
the Don Bosco Institute of philosophy organized her 
annual Declamation ceremony, an atmosphere of 
academic prowess indeed. This year there were 24 
declaimers. The ceremony began at exactly 10am. The 
Rector of the Salesians of Don Bosco in Ibadan, (Very 
Rev. Fr. Charles Uzoeto SDB), was the special guest of 
honor. The staff members and all the students were 
present. Some invitees from other Institutes were also 
present. At the beginning, the Master of Ceremony 
invited the Guest of Honor Very Rev Fr Charles Uzoeto 
SDB, to give an opening remark on the important of the 
ceremony. Very Rev. Fr. Charles Uzeto SDB, started by 
thanking the Institute for creating such an atmosphere 
of oration learning for the first-year students. He said, 
the declamation activity is an ongoing tradition of the 
Institute, wherein a stage is always created for the first 
years every year to declaim a speech of any orator in 
Africa or the world. He also said, declamation is the 
first Institute exam for the first years after gaining 
admission into the Institute. The activity also helps the 
students to study well for the remaining examinations, 
because after spending two months reading and 
memorizing the speech of another person, it would be 
easier to read and memorize their personal notes. 
Again, he said every public speech has two 
characteristics; passion and strength. So, he encouraged 
the declaimers to put on their best to declaim their 
speeches with passion and strength. Doing this would 
help them in the future to overcome stage fright and 
also able to proclaim the message of God with strength 
and passion to the people around them. In conclusion, 
he welcomed all those present and encouraged 
everyone to support the declaimers. The Dean of the 
Institute, Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Anthony SDB, in response, 
thanked the Rector for honoring the invitation. He 
welcomed the staff members present, and he welcomed 
the chief examiner (Rev. Fr. Cornelius SDB) and the 
two assisting examiners, Mrs. Julie Emore and Mr. 
Collins Amadi on the high table. Immediately after 
welcoming the examiners, the declaimers started 
declaiming their speeches. Most of the speeches 
declaimed were more from African leaders and orators. 
In conclusion, three students emerged the first three 
position. Samuel Dike took the first position and was 
awarded a one-year scholarship sponsored by Engr & 
Mrs Benedict Chika Ibolekwu and family. Enwena 
Collins SDB, took second position and Agama Isaac 
SDB, took the third position. 

The Dean, Dr Anthony Okonkwo SDB with 
the Overall winner of the declamation 

Samuel Dike 

The winners of the Declamation. 1st Position DIKE Samuel 
(C), 2nd  Position ENWENA Collins SDB (R) and 3rd 

Position AGAMA Isaac SDB (L). 

 

THE NOBLE JUDGES  



Fr Anthony teaches on human emotion
EMOTION AS JUDGEMENT

Emotion is neither sensations nor feelings, although 
sensations and feelings are nearly always associated 
with our emotions. Some feelings are just sensational 
like feelings of nausea, feeling a cramp in the stomach, 
or feeling tense in the back or neck. Emotion is none of 
these sensations, nor are emotions feelings of a special 
kind even though we speak of feeling hungry, feeling 
love for someone, having our feeling hurt, or feeling 
embarrassed, shamed, anxious, tired, bored, envious, 
upset, proud and so on. None of our sensations or 
special feelings defines an emotion. 

Once we understand what our emotions are and how 
they function in our lives, we shall better understand our 
moods and desires. Emotions are about someone or 
something. I am never simply angry. I am angry at 
someone for something. What an emotion is about is 
called its object, and the object defines the emotion. 
Every emotion has its particular objects, and that, object 
is what structures, “makes” or “sets up” the emotion. 

The emotion is not simply in my mind, because its 
object is in the world. I am angry at someone for 
something he did. An emotion always has a subjective 
and objective aspect. The subjective aspect is due to 
the emotion being mine. I am the one who is angry. The 
anger is my doing, not something that just happens to 
me. The objective aspect is due to the fact that I am 
angry at someone for something. 

The object defining my anger is in the world, but it is 
there as I perceive it to be there, as I experience it there 
in terms of my concerns and values. I interpret what 
someone does in terms of how I am affected, how it fits 
in with my concerns and values. The someone-doing-
something is of great importance to me, affects me and 
my world, and so my response is one of anger. 
Whatever the object’s status in the real world, it is 
subjectively experienced by me as deserving a 
response of anger. An emotion is not a separation from 
its object. 

As an object of this emotion, it has no existence apart 
from this emotion. This emotion itself has no existence 
apart from its object; there is nothing to the emotion but 
its object. Once I realize that the person did not do what 
I thought he did, there can be no more anger at him for 
doing that particular thing. I may feel upset at being 
angry with him for what I think he did, but the “feeling 
upset” is not the anger. 

Feelings are simply insufficient to differentiate one 
emotion from another. Even when I speak of myself as 
feeling angry, what I mean is that I recognize my anger 
as being about his doing; about his doing something 
specific. If an emotion is identifiable only in terms of its 
object, what is an emotion?  

A n e m o t i o n i s a n u n a r t i c u l a t e d , 
undeliberated, and unreflective immediate 
appreciation or evaluation that we make in 
active response to the object as we perceive 
that object. In short, an emotion is judgment, 
but one that is unarticulated, that is, not 
formulated and expressed in words.  

My anger at someone for something is my 
judgment that I have been wronged or 
offended by what-that-person-did-to-me. An 
emotion is always an evaluation, an 
evaluative judgment about my situation and 
about myself or about another person or 
persons. My emotion is my personal 
evaluation of a significance of a particular 
incidence; it is my interpretation and 
evaluation of what happened. 

It is not a simple reaction to what I have 
observed. Emotions are always self-involved 
and relatively intense evaluations or 
appreciations. 

An emotion is set up or “made” by the 
evaluation of the object as especially 
important to me, meaningful to me, 
concerning matters in which I have invested 
myself. What makes emotions so special in 
our lives is not so much what they value as 
that they value and endow our lives with 
meaning. 

A person whose life is meaningless is a 
person who is not emotionally committed to 
anyone or anything, or whose commitments 
are not all they seem. Emotions are self-
involved in the sense that they are important 
to me; they are about me as well as the 
immediate object, whether explicitly or not. 
Every emotion involves a judgment about 
me and my world. 

It is through my emotions that I make myself 
the “self” that I am. The ultimate object of my 
emotions as judgments is always my own 
sense of personal dignity and self-esteem, 
my sense of myself as a self. 
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Emotions are not just judgments about my present 
situation. They are also judgments about my past, 
editing and organizing the countless incidents and 
acts of my previous years into a coherent 
meaningful pattern depending on my judgment of 
the present situation. And even more importantly, 
emotions include intentions for the future to do 
something, to change the world and myself in 
some particular way. Emotion as judgment is 
different from a reflective judgment about my 
emotion I may have. My being angry, for example, 
is my making a judgment about someone for doing 
something; my recognition that I am angry is a 
reflective judgment about my anger; my further 
recognition that my anger is not justified because 
the person I am angry at did not do what I thought 
he did is an additional reflective judgment. The 
idea of emotion as judgment may seem suspect 
because it does not conform to our usual idea of a 
judgment as an explicitly intellectual, publicly 
expressed, deliberated pronouncement such as 
one finds in a courtroom or in other public written 
or spoken discourse. But not all judgments are 
explicit. We make many judgments every day that 
are never articulated, deliberated, or thought 
about, for example, reaching for the light switch, 
turning off the alarm clock and so on. 

Emotions are such undeliberated, unarticulated, 
and unreflective judgments. They can become 
deliberate; they can be articulated in words; they 
can become reflective in the sense of being aware 
of themselves, their purposes, and their objects. 
Not all emotions can stand the scrutiny of 
reflection and survive; for example, unreasonable 
anger will wilt in the light of reflection. Emotions 
also constitute or set up the evaluations they 
make; they supply the standards or norm of 
interpretation and evaluation. The way the world is 
for me is never simply the way the world is. My 
emotions set up/pre-constitute the world I live in; 
they “make” the framework within which my 
knowledge of the factual world has some meaning, 
some importance, and some relevance for me. 
Emotions may at sometimes seem unwarranted, 
absurd, or foolish but they are never right or 
wrong. They are not descriptive judgments that 
must correspond to the facts to be right; they are 
constitutive judgments. Take my anger once again 
as an example; it is not a report of or a reaction to 
the fact of an offence. 

 

My anger declares what someone did to be 
offensive, and it pronounces that person guilty of 
doing that. I do not become angry because the 
person in fact says something offensive. What 
the person says is offensive by reason of its 
being an object for anger in my world. The 
object of my anger is as it is constituted or set 
up by me. We do not create the forms of 
interpretation and standards of evaluation that 
we use in our emotional judgments. We learn 
them from our parents, our peers, our teachers, 
and from examples. The problem for us is that 
we are taught a number of alternative and 
conflicting sets of evaluative forms and 
standards, and so we must always choose 
among alternatives. Our emotions, from our 
slightest angers to our most impassioned 
romances, are legislative decisions; they are 
decisions about the way our world will be. An 
emotion puts together a set of rules and 
guidelines for itself. Any emotion is anything but 
open-minded, disinterested, or merely curious. 
We do not l ive wi th open minds and 
disinterested curiosity, accepting whatever 
comes our way. We live and survive on certain 
predeterminations and expectations; we live, for 
example, on the resoluteness to treat cruelty as 
wrong rather than as a fact of life, to be grateful 
for kindness rather than take it for granted, to 
esteem and respect other people as persons 
rather than use them as mere means for our 
own gratification, and to take every opportunity 
to act according to our predetermined ideals. 
There is no room for being lukewarm or wishy-
washy in such matters. Without a passionate 
commitment to a set of ideals, we cannot live a 
meaningful life nor take a moral stance in the 
world. Without such commitment, what goes on 
in the world is just a set of facts; nothing is more 
important than anything else. Every emotion lays 
down a set of standards to which the world, 
other people, and ourselves are expected to 
comply. When through reflection our emotions 
are themselves rendered consistent and free of 
arbitrariness, their very resoluteness stands at 
the foundation of all love and respect, all ideals 
and values, all relationships and senses of 
community. The collective systems of all our 
emotions constitute the way we are and the way 
our world is. My anger at someone for doing 
something constitutes his action as offensive 
and pronounces him guilty for doing that.

 


