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Why Is Going to School 

NUNTIUS 
THE MESSENGER

 

It was Benjamin Franklin, one 
of the founding fathers of the 
United States who once said, “If 
you would not be forgotten as 
soon as you are dead and rotten, 
either write something worth 
reading or do something worth 
writing”. It was in a great 
intellectual response to this 
nudge that the Sophomore 
students of Philosophy here in 
D o n B o s c o I n s t i t u t e o f 
P h i l o s o p h y d e c i d e d t o 
immortalize their names in the 
philosophical catalogue of ideas, 

substantiated in their maiden book publication titled: Cultural 
Wisdoms of Africa: From the Ethno-cultural and Anthropo-
existential perspectives. This masterpiece is a collected works on the 
ravenous and diligent studies done by the sophomore students on 
metaphysical issues across the cultures in Africa viz cultural practices, 
fetishism, etc, which is a panacea to the troubling antagonism that the 
African minds face from the western criticisms and marginalization. 
This great intellectual piece was meticulously followed and edited by 
the sagac ious cum professor ia l 
spectacles of the Dean of Studies, Rev Fr 
Dr Anthony Emeka Okonkwo, sdb. The 
mind of posterity will be invigorated 
through this work that is and will 
incessantly serve as a pacesetter, 
trailblazer and a “foundationalistic” 
r e a w a k e n i n g t o t h e A f r i c a n 
consciousness as resoundingly 
enunciated by Leopold Sedar 
Senghor in his “Negritude”.

Emmanuel Chisombia Ejinkonye sdb reporting

NEW PUBLICATION OF THE INSTITUTEANOTHER SUCCESS OF OUR DEAN OF STUDIES 

On the 21st the April 

2 0 2 1 , R e v . F r 

A n t h o n y E m e k a 

O k o n k w o S D B , 

unveiled a copy of his 

d o c t o r a l t h e s i s 

publ i shed by the 

Lambert Publications 

titled, Individual, 

C o m m u n i t y a n d 

Dialogue. It was a 

great day for both the 

staff and students 

because all awaited expectantly for its publication. In this book, the 

author Rev. Fr. Dr. Okonkwo, argues that we cannot talk about the 

community without the individual since community involves the coming 

together of individuals, who in their own way are unique and different. 

The question will be then, how do these individuals collaborate to ensure 

the smooth running of the community? How does their different 

uniqueness enhance the community? The proposed answer and 

reconciliation for these questions is what he termed as "dialogue". He 

purported that for a community consisting of different individuals with 

their uniqueness, the ability to sit and have a discourse so as to come to a 

fraternal understanding with each other as to enhance growth in the 

community. The book is a clarion call for us all to ensure that we avail 

ourselves to build up a smooth running community and be ready to 

always keep in mind the uniqueness of 

others and to respect their dignity and 

opinions as individuals so as to come to a 

common ground of dialogue so that we 

would remain united in the community and 

not divided.

JohnPaul Ekoja SDB Reporting



Where error gets to, correction cannot reach

EASTER BREAK
The meaning of Christianity is rooted solely in 

Easter celebration. Easter is the heart thus 

the power house of Christendom. Therefore, 

anyone who claims to be a Christian outside 

Easter is a hypocrite. It is in this vein that our 

institute, Don Bosco Institute of Philosophy 

being a school owned by Christians have to 

embark on a short break, allowing her 

students to go, witness, and participate wholly 

in this mystery of Christ passion, death and 

resurrection. The break started on 31st day of 

March 2021 and ended on 11th day of April 

2021. After this celebration, it is believed that 

the students in the light of Easter celebration, 

suffered, died, and resurrected with Christ 

and as such are energized to delve into 

another face of the institute's academical 

calendar which kicked off on 12th day of April 

2021. I apprise our able dean of studies, Rev. 

Fr. Dr. Anthony Emeka Okonkwo for granting 

the students the privilege to witness this great 

celebration of Easter. The act does not only 

make him a pastor or father but, also a 

custodian of doctrine 

of the holy mother 

the Church.  

 
Stephen Achonwa (Year 2) reporting 

BALLAH Elijah Adventure of Master 
Globalization and Slave Africa 

ACHONWA Stephen African in Distress
ILEKE Noel Chidubem African Leaders: Our Rulers 

— Our Problems 
OKAFOR Christopher C Africa at War with Herself 
IKEGWUONU 
John Bosco 

The Colour that Defeated 
Racism 

EJINKONYE Emmanuel  Mama Afri — Car’s Deflation 
NWITE Polycarp Nigeria: Where lies the Hope 

of the Youth?
SESAY Emmanuel The Lost Green Glory of 

Freetown
DOMINIC Philemon Nigeria: My Pride and Shame
NNODU Kingsley The Passion and Interest I have 

for my Country Nigeria 

OMEOKWE John I Found Myself in Nigeria
OBIALOR Anselm Arise Africa
EKOJA John Paul My Brother African Augustine 

on Evil
EDOR Godwin Sankofa: A Transformation 

Concept for Africans Today
EZENWA Marcel Nature of Love: African 

Approach to Romantic Love of 
Knights and Damsels

HARDING Julius Fambul — Unity 
NWANKWO Kingsley Omenikology: The Vibrant 

Force in Youthful Age 
OWUSU Clement Our Culture, Our Heritage
PAUL John James Africa! Preserve the Mother 

Nature
MOMO Marcelino Las Tres Caras de la Alegria en 

Africa (The three faces of Joy 
in Africa)

UGWUEGBU Sixtus C Nduology: Euology of my Life 
as a Fundamental Divine Gift 

 

TOPICS OF THE ORATION 
COMPETITION 2021
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Orat ion day which was he ld on 
Wednesday 21st of April in Don Bosco 
Institute of Philosophy was the first of its 
kind in the history of the institute, it is 
categorized as part of the institute's 
intellectual exercise which attracts 3 
credits under the course Topics in African 
Philosophy. The second year students 
were given the opportunity to develop an 
original thought and present it in a form of  

speech or poem. One may ask, what is 
oration? Taking you back to the origin of the 

concept oration, to understand its significant and meaning; Oration is from the Latin 
word orare meaning to pray, to plead or to speak, to assembly or court, it follows that 
every form of oration is a prayer, pleading and persuasion to the other. Who then is an 
Orator? An orator is one who is an eloquent or skilled speaker; one who pleads or 
argues vocally for a cause. As a way of reminding the students that philosophy is not 
done in silence, one day you may be called to speak out your idea or argument. 
Therefore, this is why the Institute gave the students the opportunity to learn how to 
intellectually command ideas. The oration day was graced by the presence of the 
institute's board of Directors, the Superior of the Salesians Post-novitiate Community 
(Very Rev. Fr. Charles Uzoeto Sdb), the Dean (Rev. Fr. Dr. Anthony Emeka Okonkwo 
Sdb), the lecturer of Education of our Institute Rev. Fr. Godwin Okey Ugwuja), 
Visiting priest (Rev. Fr. Mark Mamona SC), the non-teaching Staff of the Institute; 
Miss Rita Muonaka and Mrs. Ajuka Gloria, the Examiners; Mrs. Julie Emore and Mr. 
Lanre Emmanuel and the Students' Union Government headed by Ernest Boadu Sdb, 
the MC Reindoff Offori-Attah Sdb, the coordinators and Narrators of the program Jude 
Iwoji Onyedikachi Sdb, Emma Ifeanyichukwu Obigwe Sdb and Mr. Luke Nebeolisa 
Onusulu, the entire students of different levels of the Institute and lovers of wisdom 
(Guests). The Dean of Don 
Bosco Institute of Philosophy 
before the opening declaration 
and commencement of the  
exercise reminded the audience 
that the orators are presenting 
their original thoughts which are 
a r r anged beg inn ing f rom 
addressing the predicaments of 
Africa to accepting of our 
predicament and finally possible 
w a y s t o o v e r c o m e o u r 
difficulties.

 
2nd year students after the Oration Competition 

Anselm Obialor reporting  



PHILOSOPHER  OF 
THE MONTH 

HELENE CIXOUS

In 1975, the French poet, novelist, playwright, and a 
philosopher Hélène Cixous wrote Sorties, her influential 
exploration of the oppositions is about the way we think 
about the world. For Cixous, a thread that runs through 
centuries of thought is our tendency to group elements of our 
world into opposing pairs, such as culture/nature, day/ night, 
and head/heart. Cixous claims that these pairs of elements 
are always by implication ranked hierarchically, underpinned 
by a tendency to see one element as being dominant or 
superior and associated with maleness and activity, while the 
other element or the weaker aspect is associated with 
femaleness and passivity. Cixous believes that the authority 
of this hierarchical pattern of thinking is now being 
subjected to questioning by a new blossoming of feminist 
thought. She questions what the implications of this change 
might be, not only for our philosophical systems, but also for 
our social and political institutions. Cixous herself, however, 
refuses to play the game of setting up binary oppositions, of 
victors and losers, as a structural framework for our 
thinking. Instead she conjures up the image of “millions of 
species of mole as yet not recognized”, tunnelling away 
under the edifices of our world view. And what will happen 
if these edifices start to crumble? Cixous does not say. It is 
as if she is telling us that we can make no assumptions, that 
the only thing we can do is wait and see

IN CONTEXT BRANCH 
Epistemology 

APPROACH 
Feminism 

BEFORE 
1949 Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex explores the 
philosophical implications of sexual difference. 

1962 French anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss writes The 
Savage Mind, a study of binary oppositions in culture. 

1967 Controversial French philosopher Jacques Derrida 
publishes Of Grammatology, introducing the concept of 
deconstruction, which Cixous uses in her study of gender. 

AFTER
1970s The French literary movement of écriture féminine 
(“women’s writing”) explores appropriate use of language in 
feminist thinking, taking its inspiration from Cixous. 

THOUGHT HAS ALWAYS WORKED BY OPPOSITION 

By Emmanuel Mba SDB
 

EASTER TRIDUUM 

IN THE INSTITUTE ― COMMUNITY 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of the 
Holy Week and thus introduces us to the 
paschal triduum: the most sacred of all days, 
the summit of our faith. The institute and the 
community of SS. Versiglia and Caravario 
was not left behind in this sacred journey.

HOLY THURSDAY

The community began the Mass of the Lord’s 
supper, at 9:00pm, and was presided over by 
the Rector of the community, Very Rev. Fr. 
Charles Uzoeto, SDB of whom the constitutions 
of the Society of Saint Francis de Sales 
emphatically has placed among us as the 
representative of Christ who unites his 
followers in the service of the Father (cf.C.55). 
During the mass, he exercised this priestly 
office of Christ as at the last supper who 
though was master, stooped low and wash the 
feet of his followers; so also did the Rector who 
washed feet of twelve student confreres. After 
the reposition of the Blessed sacrament which 
marks the beginning of the Lord’s agony, the 
community watched with the sorrow-filled 
Messiah as at Gethsemane in response to 
Christ’s anguished appeal: “You couldn't watch 
with me, even for an hour”.

GOOD FRIDAY

On Good Friday, the community joined the 
Lord’s passion expressed in the stations of the 
cross which began at 2:00pm and was 
animated by Rev Fr. Matthew Udoka SDB. In 
his homily during the service, he encouraged all 
to fully journey with the Lord and share in his 
passion so as to have the courage also to sing 
‘alleluia’ when the battle is won. The service 
ended with an expectant silence that reigned 
supreme, after the veneration of the cross.

Easter Triduum as 

reported by Kenneth 

Oddo SDB 
 



QUESTION OF AFRICAN IDENTITY AND CRITERION FOR ASSERTING 

WHO IS AN AFRICAN?

Rev Fr Dr Anthony Emeka Okonkwo SDB, KoC

The essential task of this paper is an attempt to 
explicate the criterion (criteria) for identifying an 
African. The inability to use or refer correctly the 
term “African” to individual(s), I argue has 
contributed even to the distortion of the correct 
understanding of Afr ican phi losophy. The 
understanding of who is an African, is indeed a task 
to face but a great contribution if established in the 
effort to understand what is philosophy in Africa. 
There exist different explanations of an African 
identity – the explanations I argue, are erroneous 
towards an understanding of my identity as an 
African. Many have argued that an African is one 
who speaks any of the African languages. 

This is regarded as the “Lingua Theory”. But 
experience has shown that since the globalization of 
the world and the spread of languages in every nook 
and cranny of the world, many people who identify 
t h e m s e l v e s a s A s i a n s o r 
Europeans still learn and speak 
fluently many African languages. 
Hence, the theory does not 
support much conviction to 
ascertain who is an African. 

We see one from Asia learning 
and speaking fluently any of the 
African languages like Kiswahili 
or an European fully immersed in 
communicating fluently in any of the African 
languages of Africa. The language-centred theory 
does not suggest and elucidate with conviction an 
attempt to explain an African identity. 

Another theory is the “pellis theory”. Pellis theory is 
a theory that emphasizes on the criterion of skin 
colour as the measure or determining factor for who 
an African is. Pellis theory holds that an African must 
be a black person. Looking at the theory, the 
diffusion of the racial groups where one finds even 
in the Carribean like Haiti and Jamaica etc and in 
Latin America the presence and existence of many 
individuals with black skin or even in the northern 
part of Africa where many have non-black skin 
colours and still identify themselves as Africans. The 
history of African philosophical thought is not about 
telling the life of black people – though may be part 
of it. Being black does not make you African.  

Another theory called “patria theory” or “natality 
theory” suggests that one is an African for the fact 
that, one is born on an African soil. This theory holds 
that, an African is one who is born in Africa or of 
African parents. The question, which poses itself then 
is, how do we know that the parents are Africans? It 
again comes back to the same question that prompts 
this particular reflection, who is an African? In the 
patria or natality theory, we see a begging question 
and the escaping mentality of the theory. In other 
words, we see the shifting responsibility in the theory, 
where parenthood is the criterion for the identification 
of African-ness. 

But we have seen many men and women of such 
lineage in America who hold and argue that they are 
not Africans but rather Americans. The decision and 
affirmation of which we must accept and respect. 
There are also many who were born on African soil 

and yet claim that they are not 
Africans, and many who were 
born in Europe or Asia or 
America but claim they are 
Africans. The shallowness of 
this theory presents to us of 
many Europeans and Asians 
who in their visits to African 
soi ls gave bir th and st i l l 
maintain that their children are 
Europeans or Asians. No matter 

how the law of the land enacts on such process, one 
thing we see of all the theories we have explicated 
above is the emergence of the importance of an 
individual and his importance in the unrevealing of the 
search for who is an African? 

In this sense, it stands implicit that the place of the 
identification of the African-ness is first in the 
individuality of the person whose affirmation and 
denial entails a lot of his identity. It is what one calls 
his own dog that it answers. Whatever one calls his 
dog is what the dog answers in the sense that what 
one identifies and affirms in himself is what one 
becomes. In other words, the centrality of an 
individual in the attestation of his identity should begin 
from what one regards of oneself. Africa is an attitude 
of mind – it is a race of individuals that believe in that 
common goal of African-ness – that believe that 
Africa is not only a continent but a human race of 
individual with their uniqueness and identity.

Africa is an attitude of mind 
– it is a race of individuals 
that believe in that common 
goal of African-ness – that 
believe that Africa is not only 
a continent but a human 
race of individual with their 
uniqueness and identity.



In as much as this approach sounds accepted, the one 
unavoidable concern would be what happens when one 
affirms in himself of something while in the general scenario, it 
does not hold the argument? For example, Mr A affirms within 
‘himself’ that he is a woman when his natural dispositions - 
pyschological and physionomy clearly indicates otherwise that 
he is a man? In other words, where lies the individual 
affirmation of sense of belonging and the general criterion of 
being. In order to approach this concern, the Dialogues of 
Plato – Sophist offers us a correct and authentic method of 
explaining a concept in other to arrive at the sound and 
truthful meaning. With the Sophist, we see the attempt of 
Socrates and the dialogues with the Eleate to journey into the 
meaning of a Sophist. The method applied is the division 
method where a common accepted and obvious concept is 
held as an avenue to the establishment of the concept in 
question. One common and indisputable concept that will help 
us to begin our quest for the understanding of the proper 
identity of an African is ‘AN AFRICAN IS’....

(TO BE  CONTINUED)
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HOLY SATURDAY
As the cross stands empty in a 
world grown silent, the 
community of SS. Versiglia 
and Caravario, moved by 
hope and awaited in stillness 
as Christ descends to hell to 

wake our forebears from sleep. The vigil 
mass began at 8:00 pm, which was 
presided by Rev Fr. Anthony Okonwo 
SDB. In his homily, he made us to 
understand, tracing from the Jewish 
tradition, the meaning of the arranged 
burial linens after the resurrection; as a 
symbol of completion and the work of our 
salvation finalized.  In newness of life and 
joy of the risen Lord, the community 
which had been in deep silence was 
coloured by exultant chorus. We are   
Easter people and alleluia is our song.

Motivational Quotes for Success
Great Quotes from Great Minds

Great works are performed not by strength, but perseverance. - Dr. Samuel Johnson

The fastest way to pass your own expectations is to add passion to your labor. - Mike 
Litman

If we are to achieve results never before accomplished, we must expect to employ 
methods never before attempted. - Francis Bacon

The habit of persistence is the habit of victory. - Herbert Kaufman

Work like you don't need the money, love like you've never been hurt, and dance like 
nobody is watching. - Mark Twain

The secret to success is to do common things uncommonly well. - John D. Rockefeller, Sr.

Procrastination is the seed of self-destruction. - Matthew Burton

Nothing is so contagious as enthusiasm; it is the genius of sincerity, and the truth 
accomplishes nothing without it. Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Our real problem is not our strength today; it is rather the vital necessity of action today 
to ensure our strength tomorrow. - Calvin Coolidge

No life ever grows great until it is focused, dedicated, and disciplined. - Henry Emerson 
Forsdick
 
The real risk is doing nothing. - Denis Waitley

Lord, grant that I might always desire more than I can accomplish. – Michelangelo

If you want to be successful, find someone who has achieved the results you want, and 
copy what they do, and you'll achieve similar results. - Anthony Robbins

Optimism is essential to achievement and it is also the foundation of courage and true 
progress. - Lloyd Alexander
 

STUDENT JAMES OKPALAKU DONATES TO THE 
INSTITUTE 

A final year student 
J a m e s U d o c h u k w u 
Okpalaku donated 2 
boxes containing bulbs of 
5 watts. These bulbs shall 
replace the 26 watts 
bulbs we have in the 
classrooms and as a 
result help to reduce the 
consumption of energy in 

the Institute. The presentation was made on 

26th day of April 2021 in front of the Institute 
auditorium. Presenting the gifts to the 
Institute, the donor James Okpalaku 
emphasized that he decided to embark on such 
generosity as a way to contribute to the great 
development happening recently in the 
Institute. The Dean of Studies Rev Fr Dr 
Anthony Emeka Okonkwo SDB in receiving 
the donation thanked the donor and prayed for 
him. The Dean also called on others to 
emulate such a wonderful generous gesture 
from student James. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11525.Samuel_Taylor_Coleridge

